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Colombia is a country in the 
northwestern corner of South 
America. It covers 439,736 square 
miles (1,138,910 square kilometers). 
Bogotd is its capital and largest city, 
with more than 8 million people. 


Colombia borders Venezuela to 

the east and Brazil to the southeast. 
Peru lies to the south, and Ecuador 

to the southwest. Colombia’s western 
seacoast meets the Pacific Ocean, 
The Caribbean Sea touches Colombia 
in the north, where Colombia also 
shares a short border with Panama. 


fun fact 
Bogotd is one of the highest capital 
\. @ cities in the world. It sits at 8,660 
feet (2,640 meters) above sea level. 
Only the capitals of Bolivia and 
Ecuador are higher. 
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fun fact 
Llord, a town in the Chocé, is 
the rainiest place on Earth. The 
average rainfall there is more than 
500 inches (1,270 centimeters) 


every year. 


Andean condor _ 


ri 


fun fact 
Colombia has giant 


earthworms that grow 
6 feet (1.8 meters) long! 
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poison dart frog 


More than 45 million people live in Colombia. About three 
out of every five Colombians are mestizos. They have a 
mixed family background, with European and Amerindian 
ancestors. Crio//os are people with Spanish ancestors. 
About one Colombian out of every five is Criollo. 

They speak Spanish, the country’s official language. 


Amerindians have lived in Colombia for thousands of 

years. Over the centuries, many tribes have disappeared. 
Some Amerindians married European or African newcomers. 
The few remaining Amerindian groups live in the Amazon 


Rain Forest and the Choco. 
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Colombians also enjoy many other activities. Video games 
are popular in homes and at Internet cafés. The game of 
tejo is another favorite. In tejo, a metal disk is thrown at a 
small box in a sand pit. The box contains gunpowder. 

If the disk hits the middle of the box, boom! The player that 
earns the most points wins the game. 


aed = 


= = CTejo was played over 500 
8 years ago by peoples native 
to Colombia. 
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Colombians have an early breakfast, a midday meal, 
and a late dinner. In the morning, they may enjoy strong 
coffee, bread, and changua. This is a hot soup made 
with milk, eggs, cilantro, and scallions. 


The midday lunch often includes empanadas, which 
are small pastries filled with meat and vegetables. Fried 
plantains appear along with yucca and arepa, a 
bread made from cornmeal. Colombians enjoy fruit 
juices all day long, especially when it is hot outside. 


Many dinners include ajiaco, a soup made by boiling 
chicken, corn, and potatoes. To make tamales, cooks fill 
dough with vegetables and either beef or chicken. They 
wrap the mixture in a plantain leaf and steam it. Popular 
desserts are rice pudding and dulce de leche, a pudding 
made with cinnamon, milk, and sugar. 
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Barranquilla throws a noisy party 

that lasts four days. Traffic comes to 

a stop as bands play and thousands 
of people dance in the streets. 


Most Colombians celebrate Catholic holidays. 

The Christmas season begins on December 7 and 
includes family parties and gift giving. Carnival occurs 
several weeks before Easter. During this holiday, parades 
and celebrations fill the streets. On Easter Sunday, 
churches hold a special procession through the city. 


Independence Day falls on July 20. On this day, 
Colombians celebrate their independence from Spain. 
August 7 marks the victory of Simén Bolivar at the 
Battle of Boyaca. This event helped Colombia end 

its history as a Spanish colony. Flags and banners 
decorate the cities, and many towns hold parades. 
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Many Colombian coffee growers use 
Jeeps to get around their hilly farms. 
The town of Armenia celebrates the Jeep 
every year with a Yipao, or Jeep parade. 
Owners decorate their Jeeps and pile 

them high with food, furniture, and 
other goods. 
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Fast Facts About Colombia 


‘Offi cial Name: 


Area: : 


- Republic of Colanibic 


. 439: 736 square miles | 

a 138,910 square kilometers); 
_ Colombia is the’ 26" largest 
country in the world. 


Capital City: 
Important Cities: 
Population: 
Official Language: 
National Holiday: 
Religions: 


Major Industries: 
Natural Resources: 
Manufactured Products: 
Farm Products: 


Unit of Money: 


Bogota 

Cali, Medellin, Barranquilla, Cartagena 
44,725,543 (July 2011) 

Spanish 

Independence Day (July 20) 

Christian (90%), Other (10%) 


farming, fishing, manufacturing, 
mining, services 


coal, natural gas, iron ore, nickel, 
copper, emeralds, gold, platinum 


textiles, food products, beverages, 
steel, chemicals, tires, shoes 


coffee beans, bananas, sugarcane, 
cocoa beans, flowers, rice, plantains 


Colombian peso; the peso is divided 
into 100 centavos. 


Glossary 


Amerindians—peoples originally from North, South, or 
Central America 
_ancestors—family members who lived long ago 


Catholic—related to the Roman Catholic Church; Roman Catholics 
are Christian. 


cilantro—a leafy bee used i in many Cane dishes — 


colony—a territory. owned and settled by people from 
another country 


exports—sells and sends to another country 

gunpowder-an explosive mixture of chemicals or substances 
plantains-—tropical fruits that look like bananas; Colombian 
cooks often fry plantains. — 


plazas—large open spaces in cities ‘or towns where people gather 
and shop 


procession—c crowd of people that moves in an orderly, respectful 
manner; processions are held i in honor of important people or events. 


residential district—an area of acity that contains mostly homes 
and apartments 


sg savannah—a dry grassland habitat 


| scallions—long green onions that. are often used in 
Colombian cooking 


service jobs—jobs that perform tasks for ee or businesses 


species-specific kinds of | living things; members ofa species share 
the same characteristics. : 


till-to dig up soil and prepare it for planting 
tributaries—streams or rivers that flow into larger streams or rivers 


- World Cup—an international soccer et held every 
fouryears 


yucca—a thick root that Colombian cee fry or boil and serve 
asa side dish 


To Learn More 


AT THE LIBRARY 


Croy, Anita. Colombia. Washington, D.C.: National 
Geographic, 2008. 


Gelletly, LeeAnne. Colombia. Broomall, Pa.: Mason 
Crest Publishers, 2009. 


Morrison, Marion. Colombia. New York, N.Y: 
Children’s Press/Scholastic, 2008. 


ON THE WEB 
Learning more about Colombia 
is as easy as 1, 2, 3. 


1. Go to www.factsurfer.com. 


2. Enter “Colombia” into the search box. 


3. Click the “Surf” button and you will see a list of 
related Web sites. 


With factsurfer.com, finding more information is just 
a click away. 
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